JEZB and the future of developmental evolution I am just as excited now, if not more, about evo-devo than when I was a graduate student entering the field more than 20 years ago.
conservation of genes that regulate eye development in the fly (eyeless) and mouse (Pax-6; Gehring & Ikeo, 1999; Quiring, Walldorf, Kloter, & Gehring, 1994) , the co-option of the limbspecification gene distal-less in the eyespots on butterfly wings (Carroll et al., 1994) , and the revival of Geoffroy's dorso-ventral inversion hypothesis after the discovery that the expression and function of genes regulating dorso-ventral patterning in flies (shortgastrulation) and vertebrates (chordin) are inverted relative to oneanother (Arendt & Nubler-Jung, 1997; De Robertis & Sasai, 1996) .
Not only did these discoveries and broad-scale phylogenetic comparisons spark even more conundrums of the concept of homology (Abouheif et al., 1997) , they renewed interest in the concepts of modularity, co-option, novelty, and developmental constraint (Hall & Olson, 2003) . It is fair to say that during this period conceptual discussions were far ahead of the data available to provide support for them.
Today, the landscape of our field is very different, which many would describe as a more mature developmental evolutionary biology (Moczek et al., 2015) -one with an exploding number of genomes and gene knockdown/editing technologies at its disposal, and with finer-scale phylogenetic comparisons allowing more sophisticated evolutionary inferences. Furthermore, there are now four journals and two whole societies dedicated entirely to evo-devo.
These successes and advances are to be celebrated as our field marches confidently into the 21st century. Yet, at the same time, it remains unclear whether evo-devo has sufficiently impacted evolutionary biology by "expanding," "extending," "updating," and "revising," (you can choose the modifier you like) evolutionary theory (Laland et al., 2014; Laubichler, 2010; Minelli, 2010; Wray et al., 2014) , or even whether it has sufficiently impacted developmental biology by providing a credible "theory of development" (Pradeau & Minelli, ) . It is fair to say that in stark contrast with the preceding era, data now far exceeds theory, and new theoretical ideas and integrative data across different scales are necessary to make sense of all the data that are out there.
As the new Editor-In-Chief of JEZB: Molecular and Developmental Evolution, I will work with my fantastic team of Associate Editors to help improve the impact of evo-devo on both evolutionary and developmental biology. In addition to maintaining our tradition as a home for all molecular and developmental evolution, we will encourage and work with authors willing to risk expanding to little-explored nonmodel organisms, and risk integrating different fields or subdisciplines, no matter how awkward or uncomfortable the result. Finally, we will especially encourage and facilitate the bridging of different levels of biological evolution and their interactions, from interacting genes, cells, tissues, and organs to interacting phenotypes, individuals, societies, populations, and communities. Now for just a few words about JEZB: Molecular and Developmental Evolution and the practice scientific publishing-I will push to bring more clarity and accountability to the review process, with an aim to eventually transition to having complete transparency where identities of both authors and reviewers are known to each other. As a first step, JEZB: Molecular and Developmental Evolution now encourages all of its reviewers to sign their reviews, and with both the authors and reviewer's consent, will make the reviews publicly available. And finally, as a Past-President of the Pan-American Society for Evolutionary Developmental Biology, I was taught the importance of the "EED" principle-excellence, equality, and diversity-and so I will strive to have an Editorial Board and a team of Associate Editors that represents the EED principle.
As I am the kind of person who likes to constantly acknowledge the shoulders of the giants on which I stand, I will end by thanking Gunter Wagner, the founding Editor-In-Chief of Journal of Experimental Zoology B: Molecular and Developmental Evolution. This journal, under Gunter Wagner's steady hand, has played a critical role in promoting and advancing developmental evolutionary biology in its early periods as well as its transition to maturity. His editorship has had a profound influence on the field, as well as on my own thinking, and for this, JEZB: Molecular and Developmental Evolution and the field owe him a great debt.
